
Last updated: 17 August 2020
Status: Final
Date: Monday 9 November 2009
Time: 08:17

Type: Beechcraft 1900D
Operator: Blue Bird Aviation
Registration: 5Y-VVQ
C/n / msn: UE-250
First flight: 1996
Total airframe hrs: 15866
Cycles: 15941
Engines: 2 Pratt & Whitney Canada PT6A-67D
Crew: Fatalities: 1 / Occupants: 2
Passengers: Fatalities: 0 / Occupants: 0
Total: Fatalities: 1 / Occupants: 2
Aircraft damage: Destroyed
Aircraft fate: Written off (damaged beyond repair)
Location: Nairobi-Wilson Airport (WIL) (    Kenya)
Crash site elevation: 1687 m (5535 feet) amsl
Phase: Approach (APR)
Nature: Cargo
Departure airport: Nairobi-Wilson Airport (WIL/HKNW), Kenya
Destination airport: Guri'el Airstrip, Somalia
Narrative:
A Beechcraft 1900 cargo plane, operated by Blue Bird Aviation, was destroyed when it crashed on approach to Nairobi-
Wilson Airport (WIL), Kenya.
The airplane departed Wilson Airport at 03:39 hours, transporting a cargo of miraa to Guri'el Airstrip, Somalia. Taxi, take
off and climb were uneventful. However, at 04:23 and flying at FL230 the crew contacted Nairobi Area Control Centre
(ACC) and requested for a turn back to Wilson Airport due to a 'slight problem'. At about the same time, the aircraft made a
right turn from a heading of 50° to 240° magnetic and commenced descent. The crew reported descending to FL220 and
expressed intention to descend further to FL180. However, ACC informed the crew to initially maintain FL200 due to
traffic moving in the opposite direction. At 04:28 the crew informed ACC that they were unable to maintain FL200 and
requested to descend to FL180 having crossed the opposite traffic. At 04:29, the crew confirmed to Air Traffic Control
(ATC) that they were heading to Wilson Airport and indicated that they did not require any assistance. The aircraft
continued descending until FL120. The Nairobi Approach Radar established contact with the aircraft at 04:41 and indicated
to the crew that they were 98 nautical miles North East of November Victor. The crew was then told to turn left to a heading
of 225° and report when they were top of descent, which they did. The crew reported again that they had a 'slight problem'
and as a safety measure they had to shut down one engine. They also expressed desire to route direct to Silos. At 04:42 5Y-
VVQ aligned with the North East access lane via Ndula Marker. At 04:45, the crew confirmed to Nairobi Approach Radar
that the malfunction was on the left engine and again acknowledged that they did not require any assistance.
At 04:51, the crew requested for radar vectors for an ILS approach to runway 06 at Jomo Kenyatta International Airport
with a long final to runway 32 of Wilson Airport. At 05:09, the aircraft descended to 8000ft heading 260°. At 05:14, the
crew was given vectors for runway 32 Wilson Airport. At the same time, the aircraft turned right to a heading 310° as it
continued to descend to 7000ft. The crew confirmed the vectors and at 05:15 stated that they were passing Visual
Meteorological Conditions (VMC). They were also informed that the Wilson Airport runway 32 was 6.5 nautical miles
away in the two o'clock direction. The aircraft continued to descend to 6000ft and at 05:16, the crew confirmed sight of
runway 32. The crew was then transferred from the radar to the Wilson Tower frequency for landing. 5Y-VVQ was cleared
for a straight-in approach to runway 32. Wilson Tower then communicated to the crew airfield QNH was 1022hPa and that
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winds were calm. The Tower controller had 5Y-VVQ visual and it was cleared to land on runway 32. At about the same
time, the aircraft made a 5° right bank and again leveled off before making a steep left bank rising to 30° within 4 seconds.
According to Tower and eyewitness information, the aircraft appeared high on approach and on short-final, it was observed
to turn a bit to the right. This was followed by a steep left bank.
The aircraft left wing hit the ground first approximately 100 meters outside the airport perimeter fence. The aircraft then
flipped over, hitting and breaking the airport fence and coming to rest on the left of runway 32 approximately 100 meters
from its threshold. The aircraft immediately caught fire upon the impact.
Upon further investigations and interview of company personnel, it was established that the crew had made the decision to
shut down the left engine following a low oil pressure warning. The flight crew did not declare an emergency.

Probable Cause:

Probable Cause:
The investigation determined the probable cause of the accident as loss of aircraft control at low altitude occasioned by
operation of the aircraft below VMCA during one engine inoperative approach.
Other significant contributory factors to this accident include:
Inadequate pilot training on single engine operation and VMCA;
inappropriate handling technique during one engine inoperative flight;
inability of the pilot to monitor the degrading airspeed.

Classification:

Loss of control

Sources:
» Two killed as plane crashes at Wilson Airport (The Nation, 9-11-2009)
» NTV

Follow-up / safety actions

MoT Kenya issued 6 Safety Recommendations
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Photos

Map
This map shows the airport of departure and the intended destination of the flight. The line between the airports does not
display the exact flight path.
Distance from Nairobi-Wilson Airport to Guri'el Airstrip as the crow flies is 1252 km (783 miles).
Accident location: Approximate; accuracy within a few kilometers.
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